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suppose that it will ever be sanctioned by Parliament.1
The English people, whatever may be their faults,
have never been charged, even by their bitterest
detractors, with meanness. But it is not easy to
see how we can escape from such a charge, if, when
an expedition has been undertaken, not simply in
the interest of India, but to maintain the " influence
and character of England in Europe/7 we compel the
Indian people, whether they wish it or not, sur-
rounded as they are with poverty and financial
embarrassment, to pay more than seven times as
much as is contributed by all the wealth of
England.

1 The Bill which authorised this advance of 2,000,000^. to India was
discussed in the House of Commons on the 25th of July, 1879, and a
resolution against its second reading was defeated by the narrow
majority of twelve.